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The tnutsford Urnitholorgical Society.,

4an Introduction.

The inaugural meeting of the inutsford Crnithological Society
took place in april 1974, after members of the Workers Zducation
~gsociation urnitholozical Course that had osen runnins for two
vears in uwnutsford had expressed a desire for the formation of a
club as a natural progression from these classes.

This first meeting, and all subsequent gatherings whether
indoors or out was an unqualifi=sd success, due in no small way to
the enthusiasm and organizational ability of our first sacretary
volin lstead and his successor rster rerkins, who took over the Jjob
wihen volin left the district. The Society now boasts a membership
of over 170 and with an attractive programme of avening meetings
(the fourth friday of every month) and weeked trips it is hoped to
boost this to 200 in tie coming year,

snutsford and its surrounding districts is already covered oy
three annual revorts, the Cheshire, ianchester and .Jilmslow Bird
deports, all three are well sstablished and authoritative public-
ations, nevertheless it was felt that as they covered such large
areas a bknutsford Bird Report covering a much smaller arsa would
not be out of place. It would snable tue 3ditor to concentrate on
locations within easy reach of club members, not all o: wnom have
their own transport. .lso more emphasis could be placed on the
status of ths commoner sps:ias for the benefit of the many memobers
of the wocizty who are newcomers to Lrnithology.

This report then, covers that area enclossd by a circls of
radius five miles centred on snutsford Town centre, It consists
mainly of typical Cheshire agricultural land but contains two places
of great Urnithological interest, namely -tosthern and ratton leres,
wiiich, wite their large arecas of water and surrounding woodland can
prove so rewarding for the bird watcher. CUther places of interest
include Tabley icre and the vhesiire Conservation ir.st deserve at
rlumley., 4ihe latter, together with a lake in Mobberley at the site
of a disused sand quarry are unfortunately the only two places in
the area coversd by the report where one is 1ikely to see waders
regularly. Jour other places of special interest are situzted just
inside tae area, the laxes at allostock, the sand guarries at vhelford
and Lower .ithington and Lindow ioss on tie outskirts of ~ilmnslow,
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Great vrested Grebe. (fodiceps cristatus)

Pairs can bz seen displaying from early Leoﬂuﬂry and nesting is
attempted every year at latton, dosthcerns, Tablsy and Boothsmere.
warly nests seem to meet with little success out a palr resared

1 chick at Boothsmere and at {oslnerne 2 young wers reared. zarly
spring sees 2 ouild up in numoers with 18 at <ostherne on 3rd rarch
and 3L at *atton 8th sarch.,

Little Grebe, (Tachybaptus ruficollis)

The numbers at *atton and «ostherne remain stesady tharocugnout the
year with up to 6 on -wostnsrenz and a maximum of Y on Latton.
wone bred at <«ostherne but a pair reared 3 young at +tatton,

vormorant, (Ffhalacrocorcx carbo)

The cormorznt roost at gostherne and reached a new high on 2lst
Jecember when 49 wer:s present. lost find their food at ostherne

but some dispsrse during the day to feed elsewnere and have been
recorded on all local waters. The number at Tatton rarcly exceeds

10 with a maximum of 12, von51qerlng the many other probabilities

this numbar is hardly a tnrvat to latton's fish stocks as some would
have us belisve 1 adult ana 2 immature birds summered at Hostherne.

urey Heron (aArdea cinerea)

< common sight in the district due to the presence at Tab olecy of one
of tie largesc heronries in sngland, estimated this year to contain
over 90 breeding pairs.

opoonbill (platalza leucorodia)

1 over latton on 19th larch was probably the bird seen later that
day at vandbach,

hallard. (Anas platyrhynchos)

4 young mallard found in i vobberley on 15th april was estimzted to be
a month old The par:cnt birds must have started laying in mid-
Fepruary. The mild weather at tne De ginning of the yesar which enabled
this to occur was also responsible for toe low numbers on fostnsrne
with a maximum of 1,600 on 13ti. January and 2,000 on 23th —eccmbar,
Teal. (snas crzcca)

1,150 on 15tn January and 1550 on 28th wvecember were thas nighest
totals for soms yesars at Lostherne.

Gadwall,(anas strepera)

deported periodically at -lostherna2 during thes winter 1ontnb, < male
and 1 female was the maximum. = drais on t.e 3o0llin at Hals on Sth
L4y was an unusual occurancs,



ilew Year's vay saw numbers at their greatast with 100 at -wostherne
Pintail.(anas acuta)

farcsly seen ¢lsewhere fintail are regular visitors to :lostherne.
a flock of 50 on 22nd “ecembsr was an unusually higa number.

shoveler.(cpatula clypesata)
4 pair were pressnt ab liobberley Laks in mid-#ay, uull into the
eeding season. From their behaviour nssting could ha baen
attempted, bus thls was not proved.
scaup. (aythya marila) .
1 Scaup « Pochard nybrid, <atton on 8th January and again lst february

Tufted Duck.(aythya fuligula)

At least 6 families, eaca wita 4 - @ young were present on Tatton
on <3rd July. iOSQhH re had no breeding record but a couant of 281
on 3rd august was a nsw rescord.

fochard. (Aythya ferina)
T j

142 was the maximum rscorded on Tatton on 19th Septemosr. 3Sirds wers
t throughout tie year with small counts sven in mid-suamer,

Joldeneye, (Bucephala clangula)

Flocks of goli:ney; ars 3t their largsst in °arly sprinz as they

L

prepare to depart for their breeding ;rgunas._ Tatton and Shakerley
are the ost lavoufad winter quarters. 17th rarch saw 26 on latten
seen regularly on Jhaksrley, An unusual occura:nce

was a ;ag'li tuat SuJMv¢yq on Latton .

Hed-Crestad Pocnard (Hetta rufina)

&th vctober one drake in eclipse plumage spant tne day at sostherne.,

o

Common seoter, («elanitta nigra)

5 rgcords for the arsa. Lostly single drages l4th april,24th :arch,
18th tay at Tatton., 4« drake and 2 ducks 7tn Uctober fo‘low ed Dy a
singles drake Z3rd november at dostherne,

duddy Juck. (Uxyura jamaciensis)

ds Jjust outside the area on aedesmere, 3 records all from Tatton
@s 26th august, 1 male R24tn cSeptember, 1 female 11-1€th  april

ied-creasted merzanser, (llergus serrator)

5 records from 3 diffsrent waters. all refer to females, 3 on lst
licvemper fostherne, 1 on 3uth lkovemoer Tatton, 2 on 17th and 1l2ta
Lctober, ..obberley Lake,

Goosander, (Mergus merganser)

Unusually hign numbhers of woosander wers present early in tnhe year at
{ostherne with 3 males and 20 fsmales on loéth february. they returned
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in Jecember but in smaller numbers althcugh 9 were reportsd on
Melchette were.

Smew. (lergus albellus)

A Tatton 'sp-ciality cach winter sces at lesast ons female present.

A female remained Lntll 30th april and one returnsd on 22ad hovamber.
A second feomale arrived in mid-Uecember and one of this pair was
presumably the bird recorded in Yecember on dostherne and Shakerley,

':

-

ohelduck. (Tadorana tadorna )

omall partiss visited Hostiherae during the year and a pair were
on Tatton on 30th November.

—

Grey Lagz Goose.(anssr anser)

& Grey Lags that arrived on sostherne on 2nd July wers probably those
artlilCliil) reared in Hobberley and released during the summer.
They stayed until 1Uth august and wsre often seen after that on Tatton.

fidefooted Goose, (anssr brachyrhynchus)

m

36 flew over asnutsford on 1Sth hovember, 110 over Zingway on 2nd

Jecember and 1 on :lostanerne 12th June,

Barnzcle Goose.(3ranta leucopsis)

o

4 single oird was seen at Rostherne on 24Lth Lovember.

Canada Goose. (Branta canadensis)

at least 60 young were fledged in the arsa and a massive flock of
638 was counted on 19th veptember at Tatton.

liute owan. (cygnus olor)

A pair nesting on nnutsford moor had their eggs taken and the nest
was set alight by local hooligans.

SBewick vwan.icygnus osewickii)

17 were countzsd on latton on 1léth iarch. sutumn found a pair on
liobberley Lake from 5th to 13th LHovember,

Osprey (Pandion haliastus)

an experienced observer reported one flying just north of dostherne
10th april,

Sparrownawk. (<iccipiter nisus)

soth mals and female birds of this species were reported from
Aostherne in esvery month of the year. Nevertheless brnedina Wwas not
definately confirmed. &ecords from lobberlsy in vpring and autumn
point to a slow recovery Ifrom tue drastic Jdecline in numbers of this
and other raptors during the 1960's due to poisoning by organo-
chloride pesticides.



Suzzard. (Suteo buteo)

ceen in ~pring and autumn at Aostherne and Tatton. leports of
nestiag in tatton remain unsudstantiated.

aestrel., (falco tianunculus)

Locally the most cowmon raptor. IkKany pairs breed .ithin the area
and the species seexs cspQ01a+l attracted oy uctorway empankments.

rerlin. (Faleco columoraius)

a record or a female at Tatton on 3th January was followed by four
sightings at dostrerne during Lovember.

rergsrine, (Falco perszrinus)
a4 total of four records, 3 in april and 1 in “eptember all :t dostherne.

Partridge. (rferdix perdix)

Ueclining in nuﬂners but as yet not uncomion with pairs in :obberley,
ltatton, tostherne, Tabley and the lLierehsath Lane area. . covey of
12 was ssen at nosuhurne on 26th Uctober.

Pheasant. (Phasianus colchicus).

sater ail, (fallus aquaticus)

fresent in very small numbers during the winter months at dostherne
and ltatton where 2 were seen ”erularly in the reeds at the dnutsford
end of tne .ere during January and sfeoruary and again from 27th liovember.

Lioorhen., (Gallinula caloropus)

coot., (Fulica atra)

Uystercatcher, {Haematopus ostralegus)

A4 pair nested at iere in 1973, but wers not proved to have done sgo in
1974, altoouzh birds were reported from the came site, 3reeding was
also faportau from the So0llin Valley. Zlsewhers oyguurcatghu“s were
seen at iatton lith spril and four times at x=ostnerne with 6 on 3vituduly,
Laowing. (Vanellus vansllus) ’

An early nsster, cirds were incubating on 7th april in lobberley.
10th June saw tﬂe first flocks ‘ullan” up again with 150 at warford

rey Plover,(Pluvialis squatarola)

1 heard bout not confirmed over dostherne 29th ceptember.

Golden Flover,., Pluvialis apricaria)

.+ common winter visitor easily ssen at assley, where 600 werzs present
on lst uovember, and Syley with 200 on 6ta January,
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dinzed rlover, (vharadrius hiaticula)

1 on 17th 4dugust was seen at the Chelford sand <UBITY »

~ittle Ainger slover., (Charadrius dubius)

Until 1938 the iittle adnged flover was only a scarce vazrant to

this country. It nssted for tue first time in dertfordsnire in that

year and nas since spread to many parts of tae country. wsevertheless
the breeding population is probadly no more than 40O pairs so we are

fortunate that L pairs raised 8 young in two differsnt lOCDthRS

within the area.

J4himbrel. (wvusenius phaeopus)

1 at lostherne on Zrd June.
vurlew, (Numenius arguata)
at least 9 pairs bred in Tatton and 1 at -tostherne.

sedshank, (-ringa totanus)

oingls oirds wers scen at -ostherne, Tatton, vhelford, Plumley and
hoooerlvy on passage in both <pring ;nd autumn,

Greenshnanik, (Tringa hebularia)

The only bird seen during the spring bassage was onz at Mobberley
Lake on 17tn and 18th may. autumn saw 3 on 19th august 2nd 1 on
1lta ceptember at dostherne with 1 at withington on 28th -zptauwber

£

Green candpiper, (Tringa ochropus)

g

m

The uv.C.T,deserve at rluhley is the place to see Green Jandplp

lT.ey were present from 1l5tn duly untll late ueptyuaor with a .ahlmum
of 7 on 20th July. aecords of singles also came from dostherne on
<9th June and Lower Withington on 1ith July,

Common sandpiper, (.ctitis hypoleucos)

necorded feq uently auring passaze. 2 pairs were in ter
phird pair were sg with 2 young on 2Uth Jdune at Lowe r

.|.-
5, I-‘
|-l ci"

onips. (Gallinago gallinago)

Sreeds lcally, but numbers increase rapidly in wintsr with the influx
of wintering birds from the continent.

Jack onipe., (Lymnocryptes minima)

veen regularly round welchette ..ers during the winter months.

soodecock, (wcolopax rusticola)

-

¥

watched 'rcding' at dosth

LY Harch. u.oodcock
t:e ne and certain otler lo

erlﬂﬂ the required
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Junlin, (ealidris alpina)

swecords of vcirds presumably of this spescies came from Aostherne
auring tae autunn., Jonfirmed were Junlin on obbarley Lake, 1 on
pril, 2 on l4th Uctober, aand 6 on 17th chobur.

vommon Gull. (Lzrus Canus)

At t.elr peak in iarch whar
nunbers can always be ss2an in Tatton p
partly submerged half way : o r

ed on Hostherne, imall
rching on the old fencin

h (L

Herrinz Gull, (Larus srgentatus)

the winter months at dostaerne with several thousand

Lessar Jlack-backad Gull., (Larus fuscus)

1500 werse roosting on iostherne dur uring Uctober,

Great oJlack-backed Gull, (Larus marinus)

omall '1u.1;1bers S< daily during the winter months with a maximum of
J
8 on 27ta Jd ....".I.LI.J.""

lceland Gull, {(Larus glaucoides)

#ith a rocst of up to 20, 000 gzulls every near orlna a sprinkling of
“Dcords from .ostherne of the ra er gulls, 1974 was n

-

0
celand Gulls were identifisd on 6 occasions, 2 in rfebru
harch and once in “ecember.

-

excaptlon
ary, 3 in

Glaucous Gull, (Larus hyperodoreus)

Anotner rare visitor, Glaucous Gulls were picked out in the Liret
three montiis of the ju&? scveral times,

vediterranean Gull, (Larus :elanocsphalus)

4]

It

an 1mﬂature bird was ideatified at Lower witoington on 16th July by
one of the arcas most reliable observers.

Black-headed Cull. (Larus ridibundus)

i

ihis species makes up the bulk of the massive Gull roost at Hostherne
4n estimated 12,000 birds in February.

Little Gull. (Larus minutus)

4 good year for Little Gulls at .ostherne with sightings in kareh, Hay
and ceptember,

3lack Tern. (Chlidonia niger)

€en on passage at botn Latton and :ostherne with maxmum of 5 on 1é6th
“ay at latton and 27 at <ostaerne on 3lst iugust.
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Common Yern, (sterna hiruado)

fostherne, 1 on kay 5th, Tatton 1 on 12tn sSeptamoer, & juvenil:s bird
speat a wesek from 5th - 12th Septemder at [obberlay Laks.

arctic Yern. (oterna paradisacsa)

Fositively identified cnee on Tatton, llth april and 7 times during
the opring passage at iostherns,

vornmonsarcktie lerns.

«any terns recorded at wost erne were identificd only as common or
arctic. 30 on 26th spril, 30 on 4th say and 22 on 5th kay with singlss
on & otier occasions.

stock wove, (columba ocsnas)

1

fesident throughout the year, contributing good numbers to the winter
pigeon flocks,

uoodpi~zcon, (Columba palumbus)

1

apundant, 10,000 were estimated at mostherne during lLovember,

Turtle vove. (streptopelia turtur)

L

Approaching tie edge of its range in Chesnire the Turle Jove is an
uncommon swamer visitor, Jfairs ored at “helford and flumley,

vollarsd Uove, (streplopelia decaocto)

oW to be seen regularly in the area,
vuckoo, {(vuculus canorus)

first heard 22nd «<pril in Toft.
Sarn Vwl. (Tyto alba)

Perhaps more common than imagine

at :dostnerne. 3 birds were to
in november and -—ecember and pai

« & pair raised 4 young successfully
en regularly nsar .obberley Station
nested it Tabley.

Littls Owl, (Athens noctua)

desident in good numbers with breeding in Tatton and .obberley.

Tawny wwl, (strix aluco)

¢ most common of the owls, an carly nest in fobberlsy containad
eggs on 19th uarch,

short-carsd uwl, {asio flammeus)

rea, cne at dostherne on 18th uarcik was the first
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owift. (apus apus)

amongst the last of the summ-cr migrants to aoppear cwifts rarely
arrive before lst way. They were a little late thais year being

first recorded on 4th may, but as usual sccn made their pressnce
fzlt by their noisy high spped asrobatics arounc the town.

iinzfisher., slcedo atthis)

The Kingfisher nas probadly now recovered Irom the ravagss of the
1962-63 wintsr and is a relatively common sight, Fairs nested 2t
chelford and on tig 3irkin Brook in ..obberley. 2 juvenile and one
adult male came to grief whan they flew into windows o.posite
mobberley bake,

Hoopoe. (Upupa zpops)

A young member of the club was luckXy snought to ses a Hoopoe on
17th September in liobberley. Later that day another sighting was
reported from .oodford, presumably thz same bird.

Grzen ..oodpecker, (Picus viridis)

Preseznt througnout the year at ostherns and Tatton where a family
of 4L was sesn on 2Lth July.

Great Spotted .oodpecker. (Jendrocopos major)

Bred at w“withington, Tatton and lostherne.

Lesser wpotted doodpecksr. {(Zendrocopos minor)

Brad at sostherns and bog .cod latton.,
skylark, (alauda arvensis)

an abundant resident, Largs flocks build up in winter. 150 were
counted in lobberley on 3rd ~ecsmber,

oand martin, (diparia riparia)

An early record concerned 2 birds aver vtatton on 24th sarch. Birds
bre<d at vhelford, .ithington and chakerley with a total of 330 holes
This doesn't include 45 oulldozed in July during 'landscaping' at
vhelford.

¢

swallow, (hRirundo rustica)

first arrived in 1974 on April 7th and tioe last record was very late
on 10th hovember, both ssen at fostherne,

douse sartin. (welichon Urbica)

First record 12th april and the list 27th -ctober. A flock of
nirundinss contalning many -ouse --artins and estima ed to nuwmoer
3,000 birds was ssen zoing to rcoost on anutsiori uoor on august oOth,
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fellow agtail,(riotacilla flava)

dred at vhslford and ﬁithington. + female and 2 young wers seen at
Aostherne on 26th august ana tne rst recora for 1974 also came from
4ostinerne, a bird on 3lst =arch.

arey .aztail, (Hotacilla cineresa)

~+ Dird normally associated with fast flowing mountain straams. Sray
agtails do nest in.low lying arcas as a pair nesting in Tatton proved,

AQFtl s8 of up to 10 wers obssrvecd in :atton during wecember,

ried sagtail, (lictacilla alba)

{ree Pipit. (anthus trivialis)

oresds just outside the aresa in Al’ﬁrl;j ~dge woods ou; has not been
proveda to nest within it. wingle birds were reported fron Lodberley
on 30th weptember, chakerlsy on 5th auﬂust and :tostherne on 17th iucust

Lieadow rFipit. (anthus pratensis)

Great Grey ohrike. (Lzanius excubitor)

-+ single bird was rumoursd to uave been s-en on Lindew loss during
January. Une was positively icentifisd on 13th January at «ithington,

saxwing, (Bombycilla zarrulus)

¢ssed a ainor invasion with many .axwings ?ing seen in
parts of cheshirs. a flock of 20 was seen in Tatton Pari on
pn }

aren, (Troglodytes troglodytes)

bunnock., (frunslla modularis)
an abundant resident and anctier or the early ns

sting birds with a
dird incubating 4 eggs on 24th Mareh in Mosberla Ve

sobin. {(sritnacus rubecula)

4

dedstart. (Phosaicurus phocnicurus)

4 male bird was scen at hell -ouse farm, lobberley on 26th sugust,

dninchat, (vaxicola rubetra)

Lvnee a common oresding bird at ‘ostherne. it is now only an uncommon
' in

visitoer on pa i 4 male stayed voboerley from 30th april to
lith way and a female was seen on 28th aagust at ostherns,

o

i
by
LV

D w

~tonechat, (~axicola torguata)

fwo birds wers recorded on paszage, a female on 16tk ..arch it -tostherne
and a male at *atton on 3rd uetober,



.heatzar. (Lenanthe osnanthe)

at lLoboerley waks fcr 3 days during LAy and a
o o
ded on 1llth July from ths sasse location,

Blackbird. (Turdus gerula)

Fisldfare, (Turdus pilaris)

Last record in tos

spring was 10th april at dostnerne. 12 on Ltn
~gptember in iobberls

y was a very early date for returning birds.
tadwing. (Turdus iliacus)

o caemeq ox"rwr than for somes years especia.ly in tue autumn,
rds returnsd on 26tn september.

song Thrush. (Turdus philomelos)

Listie Thrush. (Turdus Viscurorus)

~ -

zst was found on R23th february at -‘ostherne, ecarly even for the
Iistle Thrush.

Grasshogper warbler. (Locustella naevia)

tnutsford «ocor is a traditional nesting site for this speciess,
althouzh birds were 'reeling' during tne spring no breadinz seems to

have taxken place in 1974,

cedge sarblsr, (Acrocephalus scihoenobasnus)

as with tae Grasshopper .arbler, snutsford soor is tie favourite

4
haunt of tne vedge «a

wged arbler, (scrocepnalus scirpaceus)

. common sumiisr resident breeding in Plumley, ~ostasrane, Tabley and
again on anutsford moor.

Garden warble, (vylvia borin)

ceveral pairs brad at dostherne and also in the C.C T. Heserve at
Plumley.

Blackecap. (Sylvia atricapilla)

48 with most other sumier vicitors the Slaciap was a little later
tnan usual arriving and it was not until 1liLth uprll that tie first
was heard sirnging in Tatton. This is possibly its loccal stronghold,
he bird having a strong affinity for rhododsndron., 4 bird that may
well hav bsen 1ntering was s2en in 3irkin .ocod during november,
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~iitethroat., (vylvia Communis)

IThe decline in numbers of this attractive sum.ier mizrant is causing
auch concern in (ranithological circles. ithe reason is given as the
drought which has held muci of worth =frica in its zrip for so long.
kevertheless it is not uncommen, Up to 5 males were in u;.Arltca“y on
rough ground near =Shaikcrley, 15th «pril saw a pair in liobbe rley, they
sudsequently »cared 5 younz,

Lesscr .hitethroat, (vylvia curruca)

The value of being able to identify a speciss by its song was amply
iemonstrated wiien a local bird watcher heard a ~esser <hitethroat
in sonz on 13th June in iobberley. w~uch is the clusive

specics that it was some days before tie bird was positively identified
0y sigubt. & pair seres Psresent and ars presumned to have nested. a

sarch for the nest not being made to avoid any unfue disturbance.

w0

+illow sarbler. (Phylloscopus trochilus)

?th ~pril found 6 malss present at +luil:sy. These were an exception
the main body of tiois Hhuﬁaant visitor did not arrive until much
later in the month.

Chiffchaff (Pylloscopus collybita)

Less common during 1974 than in previous years, 2 birds at dostherne
on 26tn warch provided the first spring record,

dood warbler., (phylloxcopus sibilatrix)

a pair feeding young in +atton rfark on 24th July and a si in
in reover during Juns provide the only 2 records of this i
rare species,

o
=)
il

2 bird
re

1
creasingly

Goldcrest. (degulus regulus)

Very common with a marked increase in numbers during the past few years

opotted flycatcher. (lluscicapa striata)

always ons of thes last sumter migrants to appear the spotted Flycatcher
was not recoried until 18th liay at :lostherne and 15th +@ay in latton.

Long-tailed Tit, (segithales caudatus)

another spscies well known for its eagerness to basin nest building
7tn i-aren saw a pair putting final toauues to a nest in ioboerley.
lhe succession of mild winters has ssen Long-tailsd Tit numbers rise
rapidly.

arsh Tit. (Parus palustris)

L

sare at wostierae the warsh Tit is relatively common in Tatton,
especially tne woods at the ~nutsford end.

aillow Tit. (Parus montanus)

more comaon tnan the warsh Tit in latton where a pair were watched
¢xcavating a nest hole on 28th warch,
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Coal Tit, (Parus ater)

=

Grzat Tit., (Parus wmajor)

suthatech, {(Sitta europaea)

Seen frequently in Tatton and at dostherne but rarely slsewhers,

reecreeper. (Certhia familiaris)

another speciss who's stronghold is the mature deciduous woodland
of fatton rark,

vorn Suntinz. (Lmberiza calandra)

fairly common but scattered resident, 3 males were i n
wodberley during the spring and at least one pair bred on land
adjoining [ztton rark,

Yellowhammer. (Zmberiza citrinslla)

eed puantiag. (~mberiza schocniclus)

The most comuon bunting found
takxsn to ne sting at a distance
in wobberley, in 3lackthorne,

area. ~ome individuals have
tesr in the casz cof a family

vhaffinch, (Fringilla coelebs)

Hot as aoundant as in recent years tue Chaffinch is still the most
numerous of the finchss,

crampling. (fringilla montifrigilla)

although large flocks of Brambling wers seen in the area during 1974
it was nsver a spscies to be seen regularly. 50 nyrﬂ resident at
lostaerne from 43rd uo 29th marcn and at the other end of the yar
15 were presesnt on 26th uctobvr, 30 viere seen on agtﬂ ~gcember at
u‘ltAllnﬂ L«Ol"l -

=y

Greenfinch. (Carduelis cholris)

Lesting commonly in tree-lined roads in the urban parts of the area,

Goldfinch (carduslis carduelis)

snotaer linch that takes full advantage of the cover avallqcle in
su*bu_ban gardens in which to nest. autumn fincs the ovirds ;¢oc51nb

with up to 20 feedong on thistles around lobberley iakes on 21st Lctober
anc 40 at <ostasrne on 19th Uctober,

oiskin, (Carduelis spinus)
hot uncommon during the winter months and regularly met with at

dostneras and latton in thes .alder and vwillow trees. La“”e counts were
40 on L?th -arch and 60 on 27th November in “0g wood, Tatton.
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sedpoll., (scanthis flammea)

A T

Common in tne birch plantations of the C.C T, deserve at llumlﬁy
iedpolls can be seen mixed in with ths winfer flocks of Siskins.

A flock of 20 uedpollo orl 8th danu_ry in Tatton containsd one tiealy
~edpoll {icanthis flammea flammea) the continental sub- -Species of
our own bird.

m

fwite., (acanthis lavircstis)

=y

ung on 22nd anril was a rar si- ghting in the arsa apd a first csver
record Tor chuherne.

Linnet. (dcanthnis cannabina)

abundant in csertain localities during the ~pring wnere areas of gorse
ars avallapble as nesting sites., harhe numbers can be ssen during
Lctober and Lovember movinz about wiin the large mixed finch flocks
waich build up at that tims of the year.

crossbill. {(Loxia curvirostra)

femals crossbills were s:sna in fatton on 7th april.,

i

{wo-darred Jrossbill. (Loxia leucoptera)

0

1 in the area in 1974, 2 femalss of the species

iie rarest bird ses
were reliably raported from latton the same day 25 their mors common
relatives mentioned previousl Y,7th april

Sullfinch,. (Pyrrhula pyrrhula)

A common speciess, shy
easily ssen in nutumn

elusive during tne Lpring and Summer, but
nd sinter feeding in roadside hsdgerows,

iu [t
]
P

fouse wparrow, (Passer montanus)

Iree sparrow. (Passer montanus )

Eossmblv much overlooked, flocks of up to 30 were recorded during
the winter months.

~tarlingz, (“turnus vulgaris)

Jav, (Garrulus glandarius)

tHuch persscuted by farmers at one time, magpie numbers have risan
stzeply since the arrival of tue bﬁttar“ hen and the conseﬁuU“t
reduction in the numbsr of farusrs k. ping large numbers of hens for
fres-rangzs eggs,

dackdaw, (corvus monedula)

ting in older buildings or in the many

~dundant around hnutsford ne
S in latton 2P

T E
0ld bezech LINeai
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Aooks and crews in iwobberley havs developed the alarming habit of
soaring with primary feathsers splayed over the beiler house chimnsys
tia2 the 1lford Ltd, vactory. Lhnis phsnomsna has not been seen before
and it is not known woy the birds do it. wmany seem to have bear
overcome by fumes and nave met particularly nasty deaths by eanding

up in tas chimneys.

LE8CAPETS.

4 number of spacies were seen during the year and are presumed to have
escaped Irom cagtIVLty

African Crown urane.

2 were seen on 24th January at dostherns and azain on 8th Novembar
\:-i,t s-&lgla. J—l’dl rl -

A welcome stranger amonzst the flock of Janada Gesse on T
was a sar-headed Goose which remained from 10th July until tas end
of tie wonth,

aineneck raraxeet, (Psittacula wrameri maenillensis)

4 bird thought to be a iing-necked rarakeet was ssen in wmobberley
on Stn april.

_oyptian Goose. (ialopochen algyptiacus)

Cne was rscorded on vhelford Sand wuarry <early in iugust and
anothsr on Tatton on 19th oceptembder,

dosy-3ill, (Netta peposaca)

A4 male appearsd on 8th teptemver and remained hagspily on snutsford
moor until the end of the year.,

Contributors.

4,J .Bond., S5.4,3urnet, A, Javenport, S.dielding, R.Groome. o,Hart,
,dalliday, <, nalliday, n.uuwhes o Leigh, L.Agson. u.rulllﬁaﬂ.
d.hottingnam, F,.Upie, o.Peers, O, farcmval .Perkins, a4.C,Usher.

Special thanks zo to d,Harrison and D.a docers for their help
regarding the birds of Rostherne and to'J.P. Gues t, —=ditor of
the vwilmslow Bird report for access to hlS notes.
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This account is a summary of monthly reports by R,Harrison which
are compiled from the Ubservatory log and from .ardens' records,

Both Little and Great crested Grebes were present all year, but
only the latter bred. +‘ne 5 nests built sarly in the season all
failed, but a pair made a surprise appearance on 17th august with
two chicks, bot of which wers reared successfully. The -ormorant
roost continued to incresase, breaking the previocus (1963) recor
with a count of 31 in January, 4{his figzure was itself put in the
shade by a ccuat of 49 in ~ecember, winich appears to be a record
for inland waters in vheshire, =t lcast 1 adult and 2 immature
birds wers preseat in June and July; summering was first recorded
in 1973 wnen an immature bird stayed. Three pairs of vanada Geese
brad but only one was Buccessful. The usual flocxs of 300/400
visited the reserve in august and weg tnﬂner Other goose records

were; a rink-foot on 12th June; 6 aruz Lags which stayea from 2nd
uuly to lota ceptember and moulted on tne mv&e' and a barnaclz
Goose on 24th november, 1t was a poor year for Swans, with Mute

|J

“wans visiting in only four months and no records of © har species.
unly samll parties of Shelduck were seen, mostly in tne spring; a
pair stayed from Gth to 17tn ray. #ild winters once more Kept
mallard flocks at a low level, with peaxs of 1600 in oaumary and
2000 in late —ecember. 3droods of ducklings were seen Lrom 2Qth
april. Teal were on tihe increace after 15 years of poor records,
reaching naarly 1200 in danuary and 1550 at the end of t“a year,
with about 800 present from late Lovember. There were a few rﬁcords
of Gadwall in tae winter months at both ends ol the year. w#izson
numbers were generally low, with maxima of 100 in Jdanuary and 60 i

¥

in ~eccmber ‘here was a ;ocd crop of fintail records both in
early Surllg and from oSeptember oqwa=d5' the largsst parties were
26 on 17th sarch and 50 on 22nd ~ ember. cnoveler failsd to

repesat the autumn influxes of uia lﬂst two years (b0 in 1972 and

300 in 1973). tiie highest count being 80 un 23rd ceptember. A drake

ted-crested Fochard in eclipse plu:;*e paid a brief VlSlu on 5th

vctober. iurted -uck as usual were at their peak in July and dugust
s a

and the count of 281 on 3rd August wa recoré for nostLerne.

There was no svidence of breeding this year. Cfocharrd continuad
their slow decline from the bumper 196£/69 winter; tns peak wiater
count was 85 on l3th Jaauary, and there was also an unusual July/
august increase reacning 85 on 3rd august, Goldeneys wers seen
egularaly in the first four months, but doudble figures were not
reached until 4pril, T..ere were isolated summer records on 3rd
august and lﬁth september, and regular sightings from 12th Uctober,
+he only “eco ¢ of Uommon ocoter was a carake and 2 ducks on 17th
wctober, A ' ied-nead omew, presumably .rom Latton, visited dostherne
on 22nd 20th -~eczmober. Goosander were unusually numerous until mid-
rarch, often numbsring around <0, This influx appears to have
CGluulﬁeG witnh a decline at ~oddington. Unfortunately numbers
remained oelcw 5 1a wecember, thouzn signtings wers regular from

the dlSu. ‘hree female ded-breasted :werzansars ssen on 1st novamber
provided the third known rscord for :ostherne.




Both male and female uparrowaaw; Wwere seen regularly but there
was no cvicence of breeding. astrels nested near the VUSﬁrvatory,
they ignore d a nest box proviaed for thw] but were co-operative
snough to use a hole on which the telescop: could be trained., 4
Suzzard was scen frequsntly in the winter ﬂonuns at both ends of
the year, and 2 birds were seen in uanu ary, oubt there was only a
nandful of summer records. There were 3 records of fcwa~rﬂqe 3 Ui
april, including 2 birds on the 28th, and one record in Se ptembar,
serlins were FVCSFQEd on 4L datss in “ovgnour. Aan 2Xotlc nots was
STruc< wnen 2 urowngd “ran3s vere rsported 07 a -lostherne farmer
on ZLth January. luuf nad obeen seen earlier the same day at
flocndale and altrincnam and ware raportyu again from vombermere.
W]

curprisingly, ons of them seens to have v1vsd; i1t summered on 3
farn fear Lywm and was reported near G;,“u Sudworth in November,
dater 2ails were present until larch but thers were no records at
the snd o1 the year, 140 Coot were counted in January but oecesmber
=
c

numbers wers only nalfl that i;, 2ggs were laid in 29 nests and

cout 20 clutches sur vived tne in uoaulan pariod; chick mortality
2]

wWas neavy ﬂs usual hut crcea71g ertainly more successful thzn
in ¢97J. Parties of Golden Plov r2 seen occasionally in the
wlutu “O“thu. Jaders on passacg al”ays searce st ﬂvstu rne,
LﬂlS ycar S visitors comprised %tcher \30th +arch, 17th and

2hth June -and 6 on 30th July - lover (29th -vftwrbbr) Green
sandpipsr (29th Junz); L:u:n~nk .a”ch and l3tu Uctober)

Greensinaak (19th august and ¢l:n veobu.oﬂr; and Junlin or 'wunlin-
type' smail waders From AUuzZust To vctover, Common candoninsrs wers

more regular, peing ssen on ﬁ&':'H¢ occasions in april, rav, July

and smber, Small parties of Curlew were ssen in Fabrua?y,uugust
sad aber, and a pair bred on the ressrve. Sruua;‘; has been

susp before, but tiis time it was proved vhen a farmer found

tile n 1%tn way. & few wnips were recorded in wet fislds in

the montns. woodcuck were seen r041nb at dusk from 5th tuaarch
Lo sarly June, often passing in front of the ubservatory, The Gull
roost was a rsgular fe auurh ntil mid-dpril and from mid-aAugust
oawards, 4+t was not counted s, Stumacha*l", but numbers offen

reacaed detwesn 15,000 and cO 000 in tne winter montins., 48 usual

tane bulk of these wers ulmc5—uua4ed Gulls with bDgrriaz Gulls runniang
second. nowevar the former ware 2t taeir full strength for most of
th; roosting season, while the latter were already i elow 1000 in
February and did not reach four figures again until kovember. In the
autunn t.icy were outnumbered by Lesser olacx backs which were over the
thousand in zectember and uctcser. vomnon ulﬁis were at thelr peak
in marcn when an 2stimate of 2000 was made. a few Oreater 3lack-backs

were present in winter, as many as 8 in uanuqrv. The more dedicated

observuﬂs olc<ﬂa out a good crop of arctic zulls from the multltuuu,
adult laucous Gulls on 13th and 15th fﬂordﬁrv and &th rarch, and
first wincer birds on 5th January and 10th and 20th march, adult
iceland Gulls on S$th and 16th ﬁearu:rv Oth,l17th and 27tn March and
IST TSCEmoeT; and a first winter bird on 29th —~ecember. There was a
remarx<abls rua of Little Gull records ln ilay, when up to 5 adult and
guo-aauW‘ birds were scen caily from the A4th to the 8th, and an
lmaature on tne 9th. There were also 2 immaturss on 17th iaareh and
an adult on 24th september. locks of up to 30 Common and/or arztiec
erns passed tarough between 26th april and 11th Tav =ay, but ther: were
fTﬁ'Fl¢oras for the autumn pascage. 3lack Lern numbers were disappoint
ing this year, with records only on 15TZ aad Ioth kay ( 2 and 4 birds)
315t ~uzust (2 partiss of 15 and 12) and 15 and 22nd septeuber (L and 2
The first Cuckoo record was on 29:.n april, and they scemed to be more
common than usuaal, Barn Uwls bred at a local farm, and Littls and
Tawr C uvlg were often seen or heard., 4 short-ecared uwl scem on 18th
aren the rqt for the reserve., dLarge flocks of Swifts hunted




over tiae mere in late swamer and tn; last record was on éth ~eptember.,
aninzfishars wers seen occas1on317y from iay to July and frequently
from dugust to Lctover. Green noodpeciers, a rarity at Rostherns
until last vaa*, were scen Iregus 1tl, until mlﬂ-hay there was then

2 gap with only isclated sightings of a Juvenile in August and
ueotumoer until the adults returned in Uctober and kove mber, Great
and Lesser opotted .oodpeckers wers often s2en from the vbservatory.,

Ine first wwallow was seen on 7th 4pril and ths last on 20th Uctober.
A pailr reared two oroods in tie boathouse, -=ouse ..art 135 appeared
on 12th -pril and the last record was on 27tn vctober., Linere were
few recoras of Sand ilartin. 4 faully party of ::arsh Tits in June
was an 1querﬂst1ﬂv record, as this speciss is rare on tne reserve and
its breeding stdtus is doubtful. Uillow Tits wers as usual comnon
in the .illow beds and round the mere eqa,. rieldfares were last
seen on lUth april and returned on Lth “ctober, AedWings were gone
Oy 5th april and were seen again on h_ta weotegber; both were
abundqnu in the winter months. A male ulﬂ vuzel was szen on Gth
april, an unusuzl record for ths area., Lwo .nats were seen on
paSS”“‘; a female Stonechat on llth varch, (the ITirst for the
reserve) and a female <incrhat on 23th august. Heed .arblers had a
Successful breeding season and over 50 pullus were rin: ged in the
nest. There was a L&e record of a rinced bird on 28tn oS¢ ptamber,
dge Jarbler was singing in may and a juvenilc was s2en in august.
@ wers no dther records, but this a hopeful sizn, as this
pcciss nas been missing for several years. Unly one pair of
~hitethroats took up tcr?luOFY reflecting the national decline of
tnls waroler, cwpotted lycatcncro vere seen frequently in the
summer, iacluuing young birds, a4 Tree ripit seen on 17th AaUgust was
an unusual rscord., 3Both Gre ey and Yellow .agtails were seen iith
yeumgg, and 11 of LLe latter were sesn on Lth .av in a thorn bush,
an unusual concentration of about 80 Linnets was se¢en on lst
veptemver. oiskins were oftcn seen moving along the edge of the
mere until Coph ..pril and from lith ueptnmoer. 4 Twite on 22nd
April was another 'first! for L rcaerve. Sramblinzs were en
only in warch and Ugtober. Jorn untings again Aystlflea obscrv
oy oL.rln in «pril andg Laj and then dlqaupearlﬂc complately.,
Lr wDarrows bred in the st boxes below the Ubservatory and also
2d tham for wintar roosﬁlng.
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