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THE EHUTSFORD ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY BIRD REPORT 1980

It war unfortunate that the ren of reporta since 1974 was
broken in 1979. So few records were submitted that any
report would have been heavily biased, with many records
for Rostherne and very few for elsewhere. Would members
please make more effort in 1981 and have thelr records in
ag early as popsible in 1982.

Alse I would like to make a plea on behalfl of Mr. A.C. Usher
who, as you allknow ia the Tetrad Co-ordinator for the
Breeding Bird Survey. Any member or indeed non-member wishing
to take part in this important project should contact Tony
either at one of the Scciety's meetings or at the address
below. The Survey will finish at the end of the 198% season
and so there is still time for observers to add greatly to

our knowledpge of the diatribution of breeding species within
the area.

B. A. Armitt
Report Editor

Mr. A.C. Usher
118, Mobberley Road
Enutalfard




SYSTEMATIC LIST OF BIRDS RECORDED IN _THE AREA IN 1980
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m=HMale T = Pemale ad = Adult dmm = Immature juvy = Juvenilno

Jan, Peb, ste. = January, February ete. Hs North 6 = South

Black-throated Diver (Gavia aretical

A very scarce vinitor inland, 1 on Helchett on Jan 24th to
2hth being the Tirst record for the area since a bird at
Rostherne 1n Jan 1960.

Little Grebe (Tachybabtus ruficollis)

Itecordad throwghout the year at moat of the local waters.
A concentration of 20 at Tatton on Oct 12th colnecided with
many birda completing their post breading/ juvenile moult.
Subsequently numbers fluctunted as birds moved around the
area. Pairs bred at Mers, Tabley and Tatton, in all 4
young were reared.

Great Crested Grebe (Podiceps eristatua)

sk
sy

1l

e

,.ﬁ_%ﬁm;rg;*“"#_ ih"f;f*'

Following a trend of rocont years, Tattons maxima counte
continued to fall balow thone of previous years. Fligures

Tor Boatherne havoe nlao becn lower nlthouph 1080 woae a slight
improvemnent on 1970, Obviously a more favourable wintering
pures iz being vacd apd Oreat Bodworth aeema the most 1ikely
place, and Lhe caune of the drain on *our' birds. Young were
roared at Kostherns, Tabley and Mere with at lewat 11 poung
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noted. A pair attempted bul failed to brecd on Helchett mera.

Monthly Maxima at Rostherne and Tatton

dan | Peb (Mar |Apr |May [Jun jJul | Aug | Sep |Oct | Hor j(Dec

Rostherne] 7 | 5 | B 4 16| 10| 25 200 11| 12| 14 5
Tatton a|I's [ 2 Bl HC 1 % % i 12| 12

e

Cormorant (Phalacrocorax carbo)

Rostherne is the moat important inland winter roost site

for this aspecies Iin Cheshire. In the early part of the year
numbers rose to 82 In March but fell thereafter as birds
moved off to breeding grounda on the coast. An imm. susmered.
Birds arrived Trom Sep. onwards and a new high was renched

on Dec. 3lst when 89 were counted. Pirds disperaing from
this roost aite to feed were noted at all the favourable
waters in the area.

Monthly Maxima at Rostherne
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Jan | Feb |Mar | Apr| May| Jun|Jul | Aug | Sep |Oct |Hov | Dec

Roatherne| 74| 64| 82 37 3| 1 2 f 20| 30| B1| BO

Heron ({(Ardea cinerea)

Unfortunately no counts of breeding birda at Tabley were
submitted for inclusion. However birds were noted feeding
at many sites within the area and it is hoped that numbers
bresding at Tabley will be better than the poor year in 1079
wvhich kad a 50¢ fall on 1978 Tigures.

Purple Heron (Ardea purpurea)
One was seen at Rostherne on Apr 17th and 20th.

Bittern ({Botaurin stellaris)
Cne at Tabley on Feb 1si and another posaibly the name, at
Tatton on Peb 9th.

Hute Swan (Cygnus olor)

Records for all montha from Tatton and lean repular sightings
from notably Roatherne, but also Hobberley lake, Tabley and
Bootha mere. Numbora in the area are low and although 2 pairs
were proagent al switeble brocding siter only 2 young wera
reared at 1 alte and none al Lhe other.

Whooper Swan  (Cygnus cygnus)

The only record for the early part of the year comes from
Roatherne where 9 flew in from the S¥ on Jan 17th. Other
alghtings dncluded 2 on Dee Znd flying I accompanied by 3
Mute, 2 on Deo Tth and 14th, 3 birds which Tlew N on lec

14th wers not specifically identified but were considered
to be of this species,
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Pewicks Swan (Cypnus columbianus)

Only 2 records, both Trom Rontherne, 7 on Nov Sth and 2 on
Thae: 14th.

Pink=Tooted Goose

{Anzer brachyrhynchua)

Hovember produced the maln srop of recorda for this species
and unless sinled al! records refer Lo that month. The first
record came on Lhe 10th when 80 were seen over Mobberley. At
Rostherne 2 skein of 100 followed by one of 25 A few minutes
later passed 5K on the 12th. 37 flew HW over Mobberley and
Patton on ?hth and sarlier in the day parties of 40 and 20
had passed E over Mobberley. On the 30th 200 flew WSW ovaer
Rostherne and 60 5 over Tatton. The last record was of 1
among Canadas at Rostherne on Dac 2R th.

Grey Lag Ooose (Anser anger)

A Tlock apain moulted at Rostherne where up to 36 ware counted.
Otharwise aingles were frequently seon pocompanying the Canada
flpsks with records for Tetton, I'obberley, Rooth and Tabley.

A Grey Lag % Canoda hybrid wae oeenoon peveral occaslions

at Tatton and also Tabley where 3 such hybrids originated.
Qanada Goose  (Dranta canadenaia)

An is usual, outside of 1he hrecding season BOME large numbersa
were reported from Reatherns, Tatbon, Booth and Tabley, with
rumbers fluctuating greatly as birds moved freely between
theae waters and others. The yearly maxima was 562 at
Rostherne on Aug 30th. Breeding data is incomplete,; although
#3 young were counted, places like Tabley, Booth and the meres
around Shakerley wers not checked. A bird with leucistic
plumags has been seen around the area since at least.1969.

It was joined by a second bird that wos secn paired with a
Canada on May Bth.

Shelduck (Tadorna tadorna)

Petweon Jan and Hay there were gevaral recorda at RuathFrne
of singles and small numbers with maximum of T on Mar 17th.
Hao furfhur racords then until 4 on Sep 21at, 1 on Oct 26th
and 4 on Dec Frd, 1 m 1 T wers gecn O0 Tatton on Hov 30th.
Wigeon (Anas penelope)

Away from Roatherne only pmall numbers were seeh, bthe moat
being 17 on Tatton on Feb 29th. The yearly moxima al Roatherne
war the lowest ainee 107% with 73 on Hov 18th. Prohably a
result of the relatively mild weather during the winter monthe.

Jan| Fen|Mar| Apr| May| Jun| Jul | Aug] Sep Oet |Hov Dec

foatherne| 41| 37| 30/ 5| of @ | O} 1 | O 16| T3] 55

Tatton T 1T O 1 nj o 0|0 4 1 4 0

2 m——
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wall (Anas strepera}

Tatton had records only for the earlier part of the yrar
beginning with 1 f on dJan 2nd; 1 m,1 f on Apr 3rd and 1 m

on May 11th. At Rostherne generally fewer records than usual,

1 m on Mar 9th, 1 m,1 © on Apr 3rd, 1 m on Dok 24th and finally
1 f on Nov 21at.

Teal

{Anas creceal)

Taken as a whole wintering maxima figures were relatively
low this year excepbing a sudden influx in mid-Dec. In the
early year numbers peaked at 704 on Jan 1Tth at Rostherne,
and then as to be expected numbers rapldly dwindled to 100
on Feb 17th and 1 or ? birds that summered. On Hov 16th 280
birds were pressnt but this had rieen to over a 1,000 by the
18th and Tallen again to 390 the next day. Tatton had the

highest count since the K.0.5 began in 1974 with 101 on Hov 30th

Monthly Maxima at Rostherne and Tatton

P —_—

Jan| Feb|Har| Apr| Bay | Jun |Jul| Aug| Sep Gqu How | Tiec

ary

Roatherne| T04) 100] 54| 7| 8 | 2 2| 3| 87|240(1000+ TT0
Tatton 12 4 ol 0 0 0 ] 0 ? 7| 101 45

el e el Lt ——— =

At Rostherne a bird showing characteristics of the race
earolinesia, collogquially known se the Green-winged Teal
wan sean from Dee 16th to year end. This s an annual
transatlantic vagrant to the country. The last racord for
the area was also at Roatherne, & m on Nowv 18th 1978.
Mallard (Anms platyrynchos)

Humbers at Roatherne were higher during the earlier part

of the year than they were during the latter, with BUOD on

Jan 31st being the maxima. Otherwlse smaller concentrations
at Tatton with 426 on Mov 30th and Tabley with 320 on Hov 6th.
Many breeding palra noted and many more of course going
undetected as the area is rich in switable breeding siten

in areas too acantily coverned,

Monthly Maxima at Rostherne and Tation

Jan| Fen|Mar| Apr| tay| Jun| Jul| Augl Sep| Oct | Hov| Dec

— e

Rostherne| 800 290] 45| Hc| 94| 160] 200| 550] 600 T50| TO0 &20
Tatton 410 143] 53] Hel wel wel222| HO|140[ 23%]426) 420

Pintail

(Anas acuta)

After the excepticnal maxlpa at Rostherne of 435 in Hev 1979,
1980 produced on Feb 10th 426 which, although =slightly less
than the 1979 maxima waa satill a staggering count when one
considers the counte prior to 1976. Humbers then fell and
the last birde were aeen on Apr 23rd when 4 were present.
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turn birds were noted from late Aug and numbers peaked
E: 145 on Dec 14th, Away from Rostherne, Tatton had aaveral
visiwm of 1 or 2 birds up to early April and from mid-Sep to
year end. The Flntall x Aythya hybrid which appeared in Now
1979 was aeen on Jan AGth.

Monthly Maxima at Hostherne
Jan|Feb|Mar| Apr|May | Jun |Jul [ Aug|Sep|Oct|Hov| Dec
Roatherne| 186|426{200] 16} 0| 0 | 0 | 5 | 30| 5B8|112 145

Shoveler (Ands clypeata)

in 1979, numbers at Rostherne were low during the early
;Eur wighgiT on Mar Oth belng the largest number. 2 birda
aummered in the reserve and then numbers rose from Aug to
anly 100 on Sep Tth and 96 on Oct 17th before falling off
at yenr end. At Tatton there wore gporadic records up to
May 8th when 2 m were present. Only 1 pont-breeding racord
waz recelved, 1 I on Jul 29th.

Monthly Maxima at Rostherne and Tatton
Jan| Peb|Mar | Apr| May| Jun| Jul| Aug| Sep| Oct| Nov| Dac

Rosthern 10| &8 17] 11} 40f 3 2 AOl100] 96] 15 2
Tatton 1 o 3 2 T 2l 0 1 0 0 Lh] al 0

pochard (Aythya ferina)

d weather conditions that prevailed during the 1978/79
:?;t:gland that produced the wery high numbers in the early
part of 1979 were not prevalent in 1980 as marima figures
indicate. 1In the early year numbera at Reatherne peaked
at 375 on Feb 3rd mnd had fallen to 93 by the 15th. Winter
numbers rose rapldly in Dec from 200 on the 14th to 390 by
the 17th. Humbers rome still further to 530 on the Eirdd
and a sudden influx produced 900 on the 28th. Tatton ha
its maxima on Dec 14th when 128 were presaent.

Monthly Maxima at Rostherne in 1979 and 198

Jan |[Feb | Mar| Apr |May| Jun|Jul| Aug| Sep| Oct| Nov| Dec

197a] 590 [1300 547] 30)] 1 | 26] 20f 18 40| 134] 00| 264
1980{ 280 | 375f 2] 1| 9| 18] 40f 30} 72 105| 435|900

Ferruginoua Duck (Aythya nyroca)

Arriving just in time to be included, a m wana found at
Rostherne on Dec 3lat.

Tufted Duck (Aythya fuligula)

therne had 24% on Jan 20th from when a noblcenble excdun
Eggk ;1nna leaving only 20 by Feb Tth. Pont-treading numbara

1

peaked at 200 on Aug 18th and fell thereafter. The fall

in Rostherne's numbers eoincided with a rise in Tatton's

ta 562 on Sep 14th. Breeding paira were noted at Rostherne
(17 young), Tatton (20} and Tabley {19). Tatton's figures

of young almoat certainly represent too small a total where
it 1a thriving.

Honthly Maxima at Reostherns and Tattaon |

Jan| Feb (Mar |Apr |[May | Jun | Jul | Aug| Sep Uct!ﬂﬁ? Dac

Rostherne| 245| 20| 18| We| 20| 43|112| 200 40| 68! 35| sA
Tatton 011071111 §110| 0] HC|121|120| 362|252 140] 96

Seaup (Aythya marila)

At Tatton 1 m, was seen on Feb 1Tth, 19th and 20th. Hostherne
had 2 m 1 £ on Peb 23rd and then no further records ountil a £
on Sep Tth another on Oct 1et and 2 on Oct 29th.

Common Scoter (Melanitta nigra)
The only record concerns 1 m at Rostherms on Sep 28th.
Goldeneye (Bucephala clangulal

Humbera at Tatton remained fairly high from Jan-Apr with

no pronounced passage fluctuation noted. At Rostherne passage
wan a little more obvious, 12 on Feb 27th had risen to 22 by
Nar Tth a week later than the 33 maximum of Tatton. 2 birdas
were preasent at Roatherns in Jun with a f remaining throughout
dul and Aug. Sep saw return birds at Rostherne with 5 on the
firat rieing to a maximum of 14 on Oct 2Tth. At Tatton birds
were seen from Oct 12th pesking at 23 on Dec 12th.

Monthly Maxima at Rostherne and Tatton

Jan |Fab |Mar |Apr | May | Jun [Jul | Aug| Sep| Oct | Hov |Deo

——
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Rosthernel 15] 12| 22 Tl 4 2 1 1 2 14 fi [
Tatton ex iS55 27 O ) 0 LY 0 107 21| 22

Smew  {Mergus albellua)

Romtherne holdas the monopoly of records this year with 1 f
aeen from Dec 18Bth %o year end.

—

Goosander {Mergus merganser)

Unly a aingle record for the early year with a m on Roatherne
on Feb 17th. 3% further records again at Hoatherne, 1 m on
Hovy 26th and & £ on Dec 14th and 28th.
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Ruddy Duck (Dxyurn jamaicensia)

A specien that continues to do well as a wintering and breeding
bird. Wintering maxima figures Lhis year doubled those of 1979
with 76 on Jan lst at Rostherne. Tation had 26 on Sep l4th,
Tabley 18 an Feb 17th and Mere 1% on Mar 9th. BPBreeding waa
confirmed at Tatton and Mere and young totalling 1% were =een.

Hen Harrier ({Circun nynnﬂusl

e e it

The Tatton aren has produced o record each year since 1978.

In 1980 a m bird was seen flying 5 over Tatton on Oct 19th.
Interestingly it was almost certainly this bird that was

peen shortly after flylng % over Elton Hall flash at Sandbach.

Goshawk (Aceipiter gentilia)

At Rozstherne birda were recorded on 4 occaeionzs 1 m on Mar
22nd, 1 on Apr 13th that was akrangely not identifled m or f,
1 f on Jun 10th and 1 on Dec 1%th, agailn not identified m or T.

Sparrowhawk (Accipiter nisua)

Hany sightings throughout the area. In the breeding =eason
birds were observed earrying food at 3 smitean, dieplay was
noted at another and breeding confirmed on 1 other site.

In the avtumn Sparrowhawks were seen several times hunting
the Redwing roost at Tatton.

Buzzard (Buteo buten)

At Tatton 1 was found dead early in the year and singlea

were seen occasionally by Park ataff. At Rostherne 2 on

Apr 10th and Lthen singles on Sep 14th, 15th, 26th, 30th and
Dee Plgt. Une flew high over Mobberley lake mobbed by
Starlingz on May 25th.

Keatrel (Falco tinnunculun)

Many wideaprend records throughout the year although breeding
acpson records were fewer. Confirmed breeding came from only
1 =site but Tlying juvs. were aceen at another.

Merlin (Faleo columbianus)

A mingle racord of 1 at Rostherne on Dec 21at.

Partridgs (Perdlx perdix)

Many summering pairs noted, but otherwise small numbers seen
with a maximum of 11 at Tatton on Jan 20th.

FPheanant {Phnaianua colcohicus)
Records of thies apecies are of 1ittle or no value oz large

numbere are reared and relensed in the ares Lo provide "sport!
for the shooting Traternity.

S

Water Raill (Ralluws agquatiouws)

In the early part of the year wintering numbers were smnall.
At Rostherne Lhere were 10 records of singles between Jan
4th and Mar 23rd. Tatton had birde on Jan 20th and War 30th.
Auitumn records were more numerous beginning with an early
record at Tabley of 1 on Jul 27th suggeative of possible
breeding. Otherwise recorde of 1 - 3 at Rostherne Trom

Aug 318t to Dec 16th and at Tatton fewer recordas but 5 on
Nov 12th indicated some kind of influx as only 1 or 2 were
geen and heard subsequently.

Moorhen (Gallinula chloropus)
Humerous records throughout the year.

Coot (Fulica atra)

Humbers were higher at Rostherne during the early part of

the year than elzewhere. Maxima Figures wers %00 at Rostherne
on Jfan Ath, Tatton 97 on Jan 2nd and 262 at Tabley on Jan 12th.
At the latter end of the year Tatton attracted the largest
concentration with 260 on Aug 16th although figures were not

available for Tabley usually a stronghold for wintering numbers
of this apecles.

Ovstercatcher (Haematopus ostralegus)

The firat passage bird was at Mobberley on Feb 27th.
Rostherne had sightings of singles on Mar 30th, Apr 2Tth,
dun 29th, Jul 13th, 18th’and 29th, and Aug 6th and 9th.
Tatton had 2 on Aug 26th.

Little Ringed Plaover (Charadrius dubius)

A single bird arrived at Mobberley on Apr 4bh and by the
9th 3 were present and display noted. 2 blrds were present
from the 13th and 1 was sitting by the 27th. Unfortunately
this attempt was to end in desertion brought about in part
by suecessive disturbances by certain irresponsible juveniles
even alter being warned of the inevitable consequences. On
May 5th 3 were preasent and dlsplay again noted. 2 birds
settled and were sitting again by May 13th. The next stage
was a little unclear but after further disturbance Trom the
youthe both birde were not peen sitting until Jun 4th and
happily 3 young were scen on Jul Tth. The last record was
of a jur on Jul Z4th. Other records for the area were - 1
flying H over Lower Peover on Hay l1st, 2 at Rostherne on
May 4th and 3 on the 5th.

Golden Plover (Pluvialie apricaria)

Records for the area span between Jan 6th and Feb 17th and
return birds Ffrom SBep %1h to FHov 26th. Ho maxima counts
were racelved for Ashley but others inelude 100 at Byley

on Jdan 12th, 700 at Rostherne on Oct 25th and Hov 23rd, 500
at Stubbs Lane Nov 12th and 350 on 26th,
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Lapwing (Vanellus vanellus)

Haxima's include 500 Holford Moss on Oct 11th and 500 Allostock
on Dec 2Bth.

funlin (Calidris alpina)

The only spring record was 1 at Mobberley lake on May 24th.

In the Autumn what could have becn on interesting record

wag of 20 birde not eartainly ldentified but thought to be

Imnlin that flew ¥ to E acrons the Hostherne reserve on Oct 12th.

dack Snipe (Lymnooryptes minimue)

Very scarce this year with only 2 records both of singles
flusghed from the racda by Melchett on Jan 27th and Feb 20th.

Snipe (Gallinago gallinago)

Mo breeding =esmson records but several of wintering birds
from the usual sites. The maxzlmum waa & at Tatton on Sep Bth.

Woodeock (Sealopax rusticola)
Ho wintering birds were reported during the early part of

the year buf roding birds were seen at Rostherne 1 on Feb 28th
an early date, 2 at Spring Wood on Mar ?0th and 1 at Tatton on
Apr 11th. 1 confirmed breeding at Tabley. The only winter
rocorda were from Hostherne of singles in Oct, Hov and Dec.

Bar-tailed Godwit (Limosa lapponical

One in mearly full summer plumage ot Rostherne on Apr 26th.

Whimbrel

(Mumenius phuaopun)

Two records, both from Rostherne - 1 calling with Curlews
on May 11th and 1 on Jun 6&6th.

Curlew (Mumenius arquata)

Recorded in 211 montha with numbers and frequency of occurrence
lower during the winter monthzs as to o greater extent birds
gather to feed and roost § and W of the arem durin that
period. Hreeding pairs were reported from many sitea.

o e

The majority of sightinga came between Har and Jun. In Mar
Roatherne hod 1 on the 16th and Mobberlay lake 1 on the 23rd
and 24th. Tatton had 1 on Apr Tth. In May Mobberley lake
had singles on the 9th ond 13th and Hostherne had a further
bird on Jun 29th. 2 winter recerds and both from Tatton - 1]
on Hov 2%rd and 1 on Dac 24th,

——
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Greanshank  (Tringa nebularia)

No apring records but things picked up in the awslumn with
1 at Rostherne on Jul 27th, 2 on Aug 25th and 2 on Sep 12th.
Mobberley lake had 1 on Aug 14th and 1 on Ccot 21at,

Green Sandpiper (Tringa ochropus)

4 localities produced 6 recorde of singles Lhin year. Tatten
on Jul 25th; Aug Sth and Oct 12th and Roatherne on Oct 1%th
and 21at. Plumley Reserve which normally produces the
majority of sightings did not receive much attention in

1980 and so the Aug records on the 20th and 21at, the only
glghtings reflecta the coverage. An interesting record
concerns A bird Tlying over a corn field near Lymm on Jun 18th.

Wood Sandpiper (Tringa glareola)

This searce summer passage migrant to the area has only
occurred 3 times since reports began in 1974. This year

1 at Mobberley lake on May 12th made the ?nd spring record,
the other being 1 over Knutaford on Jul 22nd 1979.

Common Sandplper (Actitis hypoleucon)

Records for every month between Apr - Sep. The {irsi record
wag at Rostherne on Apr 4th with heavier passage from Mid-Apr
into May. 1 June record from Rostherne on the 3rd. At Tatton
1 = 2 birds were noted on 9 oceasions from Apr 1%th to May Tth.
1 was at Mobberley lake on May 10th. HReturn passage began
with an influx on Jul 6th with 3 at Tatton and 14 at Rostherne.

Otherwisge 1 = 3 at Rostherne and Tatton with the last record
on Sep bth.

Arctic Skua (Stercorarius parasiticus)
A juv was present at Rostherne on Sap Y9th.

Little Gull (Larus minutus)

1 wag at Rostherne on May 17th, an imm at Tatton from Oct 24th -
26th and apain on the 29th. Finally 1 ad at Tatton on Dec 27th.

Black-headed Gull (Larus ridibundua)

As usual the lergest percentage of the roost at Rostherne

was of thia specien. HNumbere increaped from Jul cowards

with 750 on Jul %0th Increasing to 2,%00 by Aug 20th. The
maximn count came on Dec 3rd when 10,000 were eastimated present,
In the early year 1,000 were at Tatton on Rar 26th.

Common Gull (Larus canus)

Thia year's maxina at Rostherns of B850 on lec %rd was lower
than the 1979 count of 1,000 on Mar Tth.
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aser Black-headed Gull (Larus fuscus)

Aot ol L

i e

1974 (1975 1976|1977 (1978

1979|1980
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1000 1500] 4901 1300| 592 TO5| 400
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Lower numbera this year, the maxima falling on Oct 1at.
llerring Gull (Larus argentatus)

Low numbhers of this apecies aloo,with numbers peaking ot

T40 on Dec 4th. An adult bird present on Dec 17th was, owing
to its very dark mantle colour which approached that of the
palest Lesear Black-back mantle colour, considered as probably
belonging to one of the northern raceas.

Iceland Gull (Larue glaucoides)
A single record of a 1st winter bird at Rostherne on Nov 9th.

Olaucous Gull (Larus hyperboreus])

In the early part of the yeor Hostherne had an inm bird on
Jan 2Tth. Thir was the only record.

Grent Black-backed Gull (Larus marinus)

Hever numerous at the Rostherne roost, counts of 14 on Jan 4th
arnd 1% on Dec 15th were typlcal numbers.

Kittiwake (Rissa tridactyla)

After the exeeptional count of 100 plua on Mar 31lst last

year circling over Mers covert at Rostherne records this

year were of a more normal nature. 1 on Jan 20th, an imm
oh Mar 2nd and a dead let winter bird retrieved from the

mere on day Rth.

gandwich Tern (Sterna nandviecenelis]
One at Roatherns on Apr 1%th.

Common Tern (Storna hirundo)
Pansage birde arrived at Rostherne on May 4th and Tatton

on the Tth. Humbers were typically =small with 4 at Roatherne
on Jun 25th being the maximum. The last record was 1 at
Tattonm on Sep l4th.

Aretie Tern (Sterna parndisaea)

A pood year for Aretic Tern pasenge. The first record was

1 at Tatton on Apr 50th. leavier passage was noted in early
May when 13 wers at Tatton on May Gth and 40 passing E along
the Peover Fye the next doy, when there were B more at Tatton.
The lanst record comes from Tatton with 1 om Aug 12th. There
were no records for Hostherna,
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Commic Tern (Genus aterna ap)

et T

The only indelerninate racords come from Hoetherne with 2
on kay 12th, 5 on Jun 1st, 2 on Jun 12th and 13th, 3 on Jun
16th and 1 on the 25th and finally 1 on Sep 14th.

Black Tern (Chlidonies niger}

In 1979 birde were sighted on 14 datee with o maxinum of

6 on May 12th at Tatton.l980 proved a slightly better year
with 18 dates from May 6th at Tatton. The maximus was 9
at Tatton on May 13%th and the last record came on Sep 24th
with 2 at Tatton.

Stock Dove ({(Columbn oenna)

Many recordes throughout the year of wintering and paired
birda in summer. Diaplay was noted at Rostherne as early
ag Jan 27th. The maxzimum count was BO at Roptherne on May 13th.

Woodpigeon (Columba palumbus)

Large numbera congregated at a roost in Harpers Bank wood
at Hostherne during the winter months with 4,000 plus on
Dec 26th.

Collared fove (Streptopelia decaoccto)

Ip to 70 have been counted between Hov - Jam in the grounds
at an ornamental wildfowl collection at Mobberley.

Turtle Dove (Streptopelia turtur)

The only record of a aummer arrival were 2 at Shakerley on
May Tth. Birds were noted at Rostherne on 2 dates in Auwg
the 14th and 27th.

Cuckoo  (Cueulus canorua)

The earlie=zt record was 1 at Rostherne on May lat; with more
widespread records from the middle of May. The last record
wasa of a Juv at Tatton on hug 23rd.

Little 0wl (Athene noctua)

The majority of records come from Roatherne but thia species
1a common and fairly evenly distributed throughout Lhe area.
The only confirmed record of breeding was 3 young reared at

Tatton.

Tawny Owl (Striz nluco)

The number of records received wonld indicate that this apecies
is outnumbered by the lant species, however owing to the Tawny
Owls more crepuscular and nocturnal habits it is frequently
ovarlaoked.

Bwift ([Apus apus)

Pirda had returned to the aren by Apr 30th when 3 were at
Tatton., Humbers inereased from them on with 150 plua at
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Rostherne on May 2f8th and 700 at Tatton the same day. Post-
breeding concentrations included cP00 at Tatton on Aug Sth.
The last record was of a late bird at Roatherne on Oct Gth.

Eingflsher (Alcedo atthis)

Ho confirmed bresding records were submitted and fewer sightings
augrest a decrease in numbera. Birds were asen at Tatton,
Rostherne, Birkin brook and Plumley reserve.

Green Woodpeeker (Picun wvirldis)

Many records from the well watched areas of Rostherne and
Tatton with am to be expected Tewer from elsewhere.

Greaber Spokted ®oodpecker (Dendrocopos major)

Leager Spotted Woodpecker {Dﬂnﬂrncnpns minar)

Skylark

-

(Alauda arvensis)

Apart from widespread breeding records larger numbers during
the winter months were 20 at Tatton on Hov 16th and &0 at
Mobberley on Hov 20th.

Band Martin (Hiparia riparia)

Birda arrived back in the area on Apr %rd when 2 wers at
Tatton. Humbers weara small until the 14th when an influx
brought 40 to Tatton. The only breeding site was at Mobberley
lake whera 5 nest holes were excavated. Unfortunately these
were deserted very early on due to disturbance. The last
record was 1 at Tatton on Oet 18th.

Swallom (Hirunde rustica)

A single bird was at Mobberley lake on Apr 5th. HNumbers
inereased =teadily with 50 - 60 at Rostherne on Apr 28th.
Port-hrecding concentrationa included o2,500 roosting on
Fnuteford Moor on Aug 19th and ¢l ,B00 on Bep 26th. Rostherne
Eud ??E!un Sep 19th. The final record was 1 at Tatton on

ov LG -

House Hartin {Ualdchen urbica)
The firet arrival was at Tatton on Apr 11th with no large

pre breeding=numbers as birda generally moved straight onto
the breeding aites. Larger gatherings reported in the autumn
were 100 at Tatton on Oot 9th and 150 the next day. The la=st
birde were acen at Hoatherne and Tatton on Oct 19th.

Tree Pipit (Anthua trivialis)

The only record referse to newly arrived birds with no autumn
glghtings. 1 at Tatton on Apr 14th, 2 at Rostherne on May %th,
1 at Tatton on Hmy 104k, 1 at Roatherne on the 11th and finally
1 thers on Hay 25th.

—— i

S

Meadow Pipilt (Anthus pratensis)

Passage birds included 40 at Tatton on Jan Flat. From then
on generally small numbers but with a noticeable Influx on
Mar 23rd at Tatton with 70 the next day at Mobberley lake.

Water Pipit (Anthus spimeletlas spilnoletta)

One at Mobbarley lake on Oot Bth.

¥Yellow Wagtall (Motmeoilla flava)

Tha first arrival waa at Mobberley lake on Apr 1%th. Humbera
of passage birde were small with a maximum of only 5 at Tatton
on Apr 25th and 29th. Compare this maxima with 100 at Rostharne
on Aug 27th in 1979. Several brecding records were received but
post-breeding records were few with none at all for Tatton. The
1ast bird war seen at Hostherne on Sep 15th.

Grey Wagtnil (Motancilla cinerea)

Ho breeding records were recelved. Sightings were more
numerous and widespread during the winter months as birds
largely forsake their hill si%e breeding areas at thia time.
Rostherne and Tatton had the majority of records of 1 or 2
birds and Mobberley lake had a eingle record of 1 on May 12th.

White Wagtail (Motmcilla alba alba)

The firat passage blrd was at Tatton on Mar 2%rd with
oceasional sightings into May. In the antumn & at Mere on
Sep 14th was the only record.

Fied Wagtail (Motacilla alba yarrellid)

In the early year the amaell numbers of wintering birde were
augnented with passage birds that had moved § for the winter.
60 on Enutaford Moor on Mar 22nd being typical. In the autumn
150 wera rooating on Knutaford Moor on Aug 13th.

Wren (Trogledyter troglodytes)
Tunnock (Prunella modularcis)
Robin (Erithacus rubecula)

Redstart (Phoenicurus phoenicurus)

Amat Tatton on Apr 19th was the only record of returning
summer passage migrants. In the autumn Hostherne had 4
records all of singler and all in Sept 1 on 3rd, %th, Tth
and 23rd.

Whinchat {(Saxicola rubefra)

Thia is usually a regular bird of pasdage in amall numbers
to the area so no reacords for 1979 is surprising. In 1980
there were May records on the 5th = . m at Rostherne and
the 7th - 2 m 1 £ at Plumley. A single aubumn record of
an sd f pt Rostherne on Aug LOth.
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Stonechat (Saxicola torquata)

One at Tatton on Ock 28th.

Wheatear (Oenanthe oenanthe)

Following the first at Mobberley on Har 25th no marked passage
took place. 1 at Tatton and 1 at Lower Peover on May let.

1 f at Mobberley lake on Hay 12th were the only records of
arrivals. A bird considered to be of the Greenland race -
Oenanthe o leucorrhoa was at Mobberley lake on Jun 6th.
Autumn birds were as thin on the ground with just 4 records
from late Jul. The last bird was seen at Plumley on Sep 4th.
Blackbird (Turdus merula)

Fieldfare (Turdus pilariaz)

The last wintering birds were aseen over Tatton with 7 on

Apr 9th. The first auvtumn bird was at Mobberley on Oct 1%th
and larger numbers included 510 flying W over Rostherne on

Hov 12th.

Song Thrush (Turdua philomelos)

Redwing (Turdus iliacua)

Very small numbera in the early year, the last being eeen
on Har 23rd at Rosktherne. BReturn birds were noted from Sep
£7th with 250 roosting in Higmere on Mov 19th.

Histle Thrush (Turdus vi=zcivorus)

30 at Tatton on Oct 3rd wam the largest number =een.

Grasshopper Warbler (Locustella naecvia)

Iwo birds were reeling on Enutsford Moor from Apr 25th.
There were no records for Rastherne.

Sedpe Warbler (Acrocephalius schoenobaenua)

Birds were first recorded on Knutaford Moor where 3 were
ainging on May d4th. Humbers d1d not increase. MNockurnal
singing was noted for this and the last species. The last
bird wan recorded at Hoatherne on Aug 31at.

Iteed Warhler (Acrocephalus meirpmceus)

Birde had arrived back at the traditionsl sites of Knutaford
Maar and Rostherne by Apr 26th and May 5th respectively,
with vinging birde noted at Tabley and Holford Mo=a. {n
aieellent broeding semson with the number of pulli ringed

at Reatherne exceedlng all previous figures. 34 pairs bred
and 152 pulli were ringed. '

S

Ringing Remults Since 1976
1976 1977 1978 1979( 1980

Humber of pairs| 32| 37 29 32| 34
Pulli ringed 103 T3 102 132} 1%2

The last record was 1 at Hostherne on Sep 27th.
Lagaer Whikethroat (Sylvia currueal)

The firata were minging m's at Mobberley on May 5th and
Lower Peover the next day. The number of bresding sltes
increased over last year. A passage bird was at Tatton on
Aug 18th.

Whitethroat (Sylvia communisz)

One was singing in Tatton on May 2nd buit scon moved on.

2 pairs reared young at Rostherne but a traditional area

in Mobberley was not found to have any breeding palrs. The
final bird wae at Roastherne on Sep Jrd.

Garden Warbler (Sylwia borin)

One at Roatherne on May 3rd was the first of an increnscd
number of records in the area with the majority from Rostherne
and Tatton but with scattered records elasewhere. La=zt record
was 1 at Rostherne on Sep 13th.

Blackeap (Sylvia atricapilla)

Locally common in areas providing sultable habitat, 3 were
ainging at Rostherne on Apr 20th with 7 on May 11th. The

milg winter produced many records in the county of overwinterin
birda. A T was seen at Tatton on Nov 30th and Dec Tth.

Wood Warbler (Phylloscopus sibilatrix)

Singing birda were located at Rostherne, Tatton and Mobberley.
The firat was at Tatton on May 4th with 2 singing at 1 Aafte

in HMobberley on May 2?4th but only 1 on Jun 6th. Departing
birds in autumn seem to just disappear and ao 1 at Rostherne
on Sep 17Tth ia of note. Certainly this 1a the firast
docnmented Sep record since at least 1969.

Chiffchaff (Phylloscopus collybita)

Many records between Mar 27th at Mobberley and Sep 2%rd at
Roatherne.

Willow Warbler (Fhylloscopus trochilusa)

This, one of the most abundant aummer vwisltors to the area
wag reaorded betwaen Apr 10th and Sep 25rd.
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Goldorest (Regulus regulus)

Humbers mwere obviously affected by the severity of the 78,79
winter but the paucity of breeding records ia in part dugftu
incomplete coverage of the area.

Spotted Flycakeher ({Muscicapa striata)

Thia is uausally the last of the summer migrants to arrive

in the area. Rirds wore first seen at Rostherne on May 17th
and subsequently brecding pairs were noted at at least 4 sites.
The last bird was seen at Rostherne on Sep 28th.

Leng-tuiled Tit (Aegithalos caudatus)

Marph Tit (Parus palustris)

The only records come from Rostherne and Tatton. No confirmed
breeding was reported but in Tatton birds were singing as early
as Jan Znd.

Willow Tit (Parus montanua)

Heported from only 1 site — Tatton where birds were noted
singing on 1 oecasion. Certainly less frequent sightings

than for its closely related relative the Marsh Tit.

Conl Tit (Parus ater)

Blue Tit (Parus casruleua)

Groat Tit (Farus major)

Huthateh (5itta suropasa)

Treecreeper (Certhia familiaris)

Jackdaw (Carvis monedulal)

Hany gathered to roost in Harpers Bank at Rostherne during
the winter months. 1100 on Nov 24th.

Eapple (Fica pical

Apart from increaring breeding numbers, concentrations ineluded
23 at Mohherley on Feb 18th and 30 on May 19th.

day (Garrulus glandarius)
Rook {(Corvus frugilegus)

UnTortunately ne counls are available of locnl bresding numbers
at the rookeries of Tabloy, Tatton ete.

Carrion Crow (Corvus corone)
Gtarling (Sturnus vulgaris)

The only record of any concentrations was of e2,500 roosting
an Enutsford Moor on Hov 16th,

i |2

Housze Sparrow (Pagsar dnmﬂﬂtinun}

Tree Sparrow (Passer montanua}

Ho large numbers were reported during the winter months,
50 al Ashley on Oct 22nd belng the larpest.

Chaffinch (Fringilla coelehbs)
Ho autumn or winter floeks of any saize wore reported.
Brombling (Fringilla montifringilla)

Birda were in the aren up until May 8th and from Cct 9th.
Humbers were mmaller nnd slightings fewer Lhan unueal.

Greenfineh  (Coarduelis ehloria)

Quteide the breeding season the largeat flookn reported were
all in the Ashley orea. 200 on Feb 17th mad 17% on Aug 3et.

Goldfinch (Carduelis carduelis)

30 at Tatton on Jan 20th was thae largant flook recorded.
Biskin {Earduﬁltn aplnua)

The laat wintering bird was at Tatton on Apr 4th and return
birds were at Roatherne on Sep 2lat. Many recordn of emall
flocka of up to 40 were received with 120 on dan 6th at
Tatton the largeat.

Linnet (Carduelisa cannabina)

Kedpoll (Carduelis flammen)

More freguent records outside of the breadlng sennon at
Hostherne and Tatton the maximum number belng 17 at Tatton
on Apr 11th. Breeding season records wers vary Fow,
Yellowhammer {Emberiza citrine]]u}

Bullfinch (FByrrhula pyrrhula)

Heed Bunting (Emberiza schoenielus)

The number of ainging males was certainly highor Whan han
been uaual.
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Tatton 0 0 : Hﬂl HG| HO| NO| NG 1N al 11 0
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Mallard
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Rostherne| 976 [489| 60| 35| He[325|320({4%7 5501079602460
Tatton 400(3%6)| 99| HC| NC| HC| NG|1T92%5% ] 1A0)184 |20

Pintail

Jan [Feb |Mar |Apr |May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep |Oo b HnrJDnr
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Tatton [} 0 |hC 1] 0| o gl o

o sl —— —
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Shoveler

Jan|Fab| Mar| Apr| May| Jun| Jul] Aug| Sep|ODot] Hov [Deo
Hostherne] 7 | 2 | 10| T | 5| 4 20| SO 410] 202197124
Tatton 4 1

i o 5 o ——

Jdan|Peb |Har |[Apr |May |dJun [Jul [Aug [Begp (0ol Nov | Dec

_____ R - ol il - a1 e

Rostherne| 590] 1390|547 30] 1 2a| 2ol 10| 4D 1% ] 0264
Talton al 12| 18] of 1 | 40 nme| 45| %4 | TO] 6] 56
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Tufted Duck Firgt & Last Dates of the Summer Visitora in 1979 & 1980

a7 iar [Ape [uay |dun 10 [ave [sop [oct [vov [pec B e
:uathﬁrnc 285 [700| 36| Wef 8| 221107 94| 69 50| 35] 25 Species 1979 | Looat~ |1 980 [Locat- [1979 |Locat- 1980 |Locat-
atton | 29| 27| 96[120 75| 95| 72|254 144 163|134 | B2 fon fon Lon don

Boldenoye Marsh 3/5 |Ronth- | - - - - - -
Harrier frnn

Jan _F'F'h Mar | Apr | May | Jun [dul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Hov | Dec PR T76lE0s Lh".. 2 5 = - 2 =
Rosthernel 13| ol 10| 8la |20l olo|a] ol 10 -t R I
Tatton 3 37| 26) 25| s ool o]l o] 4| 18] 16 Hobby 23/5 |Knuto- | - = = = - =

R o, L — e ] Moor
1 Littla 12/4 [Mobb= | 4/4 |Mobb. [28/8 |Mobb. |[24/7 [Mobb.
Ringed Laka Lakea Lake Lok
Flover
Whimbrel = - 11/5 |Rosth-| - = = =
Brre
Wood = |- = 12/5 [Mobb. |22/7 |Enuts. - -
Sandpiper Lake
Commaon ZEHJ Roath- | 4/4 |[Roath- 22/7 |Tatton 6/0 |Rorth-
Sandpipar erne arne arna
Sandwich = - 13/4 [Roath=-| - 3 ‘o 2l
Tern Brne
Common 12/5 |Rosth- | 4/5 |Roath-| - = 14/9 [Tatton
Tern Brns erne
Arctic 30/4 |Tatton [30/4 [Tatton | - - 12/8 |Tatton
Tern
"ommic' - = - = = & 5 o
Tern
Black 12/ |Tatton | 6/5 [Tatton [11/9 |Roath- [24/9 [Tatton
Tarn BETTIE
Turtle 2774 |Rosth- | 7/5 |Shake—| - - 27/8 |Roath-
Dowe ErTe rlay erne
Cuckoo 8/5 |Ronth- | 1/5 |Ronth |26/8 |Rosth- [23/8 |Tatton
erna Brne arne
Swift /5 |Roath- [30/4 [Tatton [16/9 |Rosth- | 6/10 |[Roath-
arna Brna BErmne
Sand 4/4 |Tatton | 3/4 |Tatton [23/9 [Tatton |[18/10|Tatton
Martin
Swallow 8/4 |Tatton | 5/4 [Mobb. |21/10|Roath- [11/11 [Knute-
Linke a1ne Moar
ilousa 11/4 [ratton 11 /4 |Tatton |21/10 [Roath- [19/10 |Tatton
Martin arnea
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First & Last Dales of the Summer Wisitors dn 1979 & 1980 cont'd

First Record & --——-m-EE;;—E;;;;E——-——T-m
SrBcten el e o, e i e e 1 S i
1979 [ocat= (1980 [Locat- (1979 |Locat- | 1980 |Locat-=
e ion ian ion ton
Tree THredhonte GAAINER L, | - Al T -
Pipit orne
Yol | ow 10/4 |Tatton [13/4 [Mobb. [16/9 |Roath- | 15/9 |Rosth-
: i . = 9 |Roath=
wﬂgjf}T Lale erne ¢ E?ﬁﬁ
Redatart - = 1944 |Tatton [25/8 [Rosth- | 2379 |Roath-
i crnc erne
Whinchat o 5/5 |Rosth-| - 2 10/8 |Ronth-
E o Brme arne
Whantear 1/4 |Tatton [25/% |[Hobb. [27/8 |Mobb. 4/9 |Plum-
sl ' ley
Grasshonper] - - 25/4 |Tatton [12/8 |[Enutsa. - -
Warbler Moor
Sedge 9/5 |Roath— | 4/5 |knuts. | 4/9 |Rosthe
Warhlope orne Moor / BTTIE s Eﬁ:éh_
Heod 975 |Rosth- |24/4 |knute. |25/9 |Rosthe | 21/9 |Roathe |
Warbler erne Moor /9 &r;ﬂ g1/ g:ﬁ:h
Leazar 45 ﬁn;tﬁ; SI'IHﬁ;b..- 1 : .-.-;- 12/8 |Tatton
Whitethroant BINEe 2 : £3 Egﬁ:h ]
Whitethroat| 13/5 |[Roath- | 2/5 |Tatton | 9/9 |Rosth-| 3/9 |Rosth-
o, e 0 TEC _'3!'“_'5 arne erne
Garden 945 [Roath- | 3/5 nggf;:- Eig i S
Warbler eI arne 139 Eiﬁ:hF
Blackeap | 24/4 [Rosth- |20/4 |Rosth- | 2/9 |Roath- [I over|Tatton
erne orne erne  (wint-
B i, e i o i e N i ki A ﬂrnﬂ
Wood 19/5 [Roath- ; IS -
Bopdil L o/ Hionk 4/5 | Tatton - 17/9 fg:::h—
Chiffcharf | 26/3 |Roath- |27/3 |Hobb. |23/9 |Tatton | 28/9 |Rosth
trnc arne
Wi11 ow 11/4 |Tatton [10/4 | Tatt 0 i -
Al e [ e
Spotbed 19/5 |Rosth- |1 7/5 |Hoath- | 7/10|Rosth- | 28/9 |Rosth-
Flycatcher nrng crne erna ' erna
Pied a/5 |Roath-| - | - ] [T [ B

Flycatcher arnas BTmna

e S SRR S | S -
L L T ) LA e . -
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Some Additionp] ltecords Omittod from pant Reportse

1974

@lavonian Grabe | Tatton Doo 14 th

Heron BA ooouplod nopta at Tabloy

Wallard Maxims st Tntton was 35 on Nov 2nd

Tufted Duck Maxima ot Tatton wap 20%. Month waa nob traceable.
Common Booter nt Tatton 2 & May 27th and 4 o Aug 10th

Goldeneye 4% nt Tatkon Jan Gth

Rad=Droanted Merganeer 1 £ at Tatton Nov 2nd - Gth.
1 o Tntton Dae 4th

Rough=Legged Bugzurd 1 in the Roathorne/Tatton ares Hov 19th.
Hen Harrier 1 Dyley Aug 29th.

Merlin 1 ILymm ln Peb, 1 Lower Peover Nov.

Plack Tern FPirst record for the year at Tatton Apr 28th.
Swanllow Firat record from Tatton Apr 4th.

liouse Martin First record from Tatton Apr Gih.

Water Pipit 1 Tatton Her 23rd.

1975

Great Created Grebe Maxina for Tatton 5% in Dee.
Plack Mecked Grebe Pirst seen at Tatton Aug lot.
Heron 107 occupled neasts at Tabley.

Bewicks Swan 11 Tatton How 2%rd.

Whooper Swan 7 Takton Hov 1al.

Rouente Tern 1 Tatton Hay 18th.

Sand Martin Lant racord from Mobberley Uct &th.
Waxwing 8 Tatton Jan 12th.

Pieldfare Last record Rostherne Apr 25th.

1976

Qoot Maxima Tatton 278 in Sep.

Ruff 1 or 2 nt Mobberley lake in Aug.

Bar-tailed Godwit 5 flying over Tatton Dac Jlat.
thimbrel 1 Enutaford moor in May.

Common Sendpiper 2 at Hostherne Apr lat.

Merlin 1 at Tatton in Dec.

Cuckoo Lagt record from Rostherne Sep 18th.

fellow Wag Lant Record EnutslTord moor Sep 26th.

Read Warblor Firat fecord from Knutaford moor May 4th.
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1977

Black-necked Grebe 1 Tatton Oet 18th.

Heron 100 occupled nests at Tabley.

Hing=-necked Parakeet 1 in the Rostherne area Oct lat = Hov 27th.

1978
Litile Grebe Maxima for Tatton 22 in Nov.

Leaches Petrel 1 Tatton Sep 30th, 1 in Mid-NHov almest
certalnly Leachen.

Bittarn 1 flushed from Melchett Mar 4th.

Pink-Tooted Gooze 4% on field at Tabley Oct 1st.

Garganey 2 records from Tattonm 1 on Sep 9th, 1 on Sep 15th.
Shoveler 2 pairs summered on Enutsford moor.

Goldeneye 52 Talton during the spring.

Coot Yearly maxina at Tatton was 485 in Sep.

Black Tern 6 ot Tatton May 3rd, 2 Roatherne Jun 3rd,
1 Batton Aug 10th.

Water Pipit 1 Tatton on Har 26th.
Blue-hended Wegteil 1 Tatton Apr 25th.
Healy Hedpocll 1 Tatton Deec 6th

Some exobtle emcapees also occurraed.
A1l records refer to Tatton.

Chinese Spothill 1 on Dee Srd.
Argentine Red Shoveler 1 on Nov 1at.
Australian Fochard 4 m 2 £ Hov 18t to year end.
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TIIE BIRDG OF SUOMI
byt Jeff. Teasdale

The scene of muoh of what follows 1s a tiny ieland in the

Vanoa Aroblpol mgo uFﬂ the west coast of Finland in the Gulf
of Bothnim, nbout 6% Forth. O©On the islond there in 8 emall
woodean oummer houne ond sauna, a landing stage, a beach and
n lot of les=worn rocke and treen.

It 1les in a bay of a much larger island, Replot, the biggest
of over 100,000 in Finland. The terrain in Ostra Botnia ia
fiat, heavily forested and an unspoilt chacs of lakes, owampa,
ankeln, bouldern and gravel. In terms of fauna, the ocwamps
ara FPinland's greatest aaset, reflected in the Finns name

for their country - "Suomi” - "land of swamps'. As well as
providing plentiful fish, the 'Suo' are breeding grounds Tor
vnnt ewarms of ineects which support a varied bird population.
The sen 1s brackish rather than saline and so supports a strang
variety of fish, so in one's nets one can catch herring, pike,
perch and salmon. The forest starta here at the edge of the
gea nand runs unbroken ae far east as one can go - to the
Russian border and way beyond. It was in this area in the
north-east that I have not unpleasant memories of being
attncked by a Hawk Owl on a long trek on the Beals Wag in

the Kuusomo district.

To the north, where we do most of our climbing, the troes
glve way to the arotle tundra of Laplond. lore the bleak
wanton pupport Holndear, majestio Engles, Duzzards and the
poallar and Friendlier Loplond Duntingo, Red-throated Pipits
and Btinte. Dut we nlways como bhnok to tha inlnnd, foolaore,
bruipad and wenry, to rost and watoh .....

Summer daym are long and balmy, when the sun sets for minules
rathar thun hourn and the Siberian _high presairs can keep the
temparaturs hanging at a steady 25 ¢ for days and weskn on end.
Ona in surroundsd by shimmering light, cui by dancing mirages
of rock, walar and the dark omnipresent line of forent ncross
the nan. In winter you ean put a minus sign hoafore that
temperaturs and the scene becomes a grey desolatlon of dark
trnnnl froman mon snd windawept ice and snow, It im n harsh

n

climate and the Plnno therefore walue all thinge living after
freesing denbh: .-,

Tt 48 sarly moening in ounmer and the allence io total, abeolut
Rothing stlrs, HKven the gentle creak of the door nnd the softe
padding of faot In an intrusion into the atilinena. The nun
which ham bean down for four hours io olimbing unid ennting B
pink glow ovar nhf and water. The forant looks threntening,
impeneteabls an bhough it goes on for a mllildon milan, A

fiah outn the wabler, cousing the barast rippla, the nolse

poema Lloud and atartling. Mist wreathen oul of the treas,
hange over the boulders in silence and in Ehe forant the
Oranes ntiy. Thalr ory 1o lonely, & harsh gutteral croak

that cohoon baok and forth ncross the bay and then, grey
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and graceful they break the trees - a family - and fly over
the water to ancther "suo" feeding ground, where they will
wnde shy and watchful in the expanaen of bog and eotton grass.
On one day in August they will all leave and fly south in ¥
formation and their cries will seem to emanate from the very
land itself.

On the other side of the island a gentle splash suggests the
movement of something larger - an elk has entered the water
and awims across an inlet to greener pasture where he will
browse on blusherrieas, moss and llchen. MAs the ripples of
hi= wake slap on the beach the Arckic Terna riss noisily from
their rock at the end of the island and remind ua they are
hungry and should ralse our neta so they can breakfast on
fish guts. Thelr acrobatic flight provides ceaselesa
entertainment as thelr bills dip the water, They are old
friends and come back year after year to nest under the same
rock. As we go to ralse the nets we are obmserved by one of
alx Great Black-backed Gulls in the Bay. This vasser and
plunderer shuffles from foot to foot and he chuckles as we
draw near, hia hunger for fish overcoming his respect for ua.
Qur catch is average - a pike and eight perch which we will
amoke this evening.

From the forest we catech the "kvi krri krri" of a Black
Woodpecker and an we row back to the island we see, off the
shore, a pair each of Goosanders and Red-breaated Merganser,
whilat amaong pebbles a Qommon Sandpiper looke for insects

"Common' maybe but here welcomed as though he were the lant
on earth.

During the mornings hundreds of ducks congregate on the water
off the ipland - Mallard, Teal, Goldeneye, Tufted Duck, Long-
tailed Duek - the latbter always kthe firat to arrive in the ioy
apring - and ocecaxionally Velvet Seokter. Oyatercatchers comb
the shore for mussels, All keep an eye out for the Oapreys
anil Sea-Kagles which nest near here, on the very edges of

Weat Replot. Later a "dopping" or Great Crested Grebe awim=z
by with her young, while on Lhe shore further from the house
one can see Turnstones, Redshanka and Curlews.

In the afternoons we venture into the forest to collect
muahrooms and berries. The ground iz sprin with 2 miriad
of small pools. Here we have seen a p&?r of Slavonian Grebes
on such a poel. The birde are not numerous but varied and
while the forest la atill one iz always aware of animala and
birds moving just outside one's clirele of vision. However
patience and a Ecﬂd palr of binoculars have been rewarded by
Pied Wogtonils, UChaffinches, Black Grouse, Greater and Leaser
Spotted Woodneckers, Chiffchaffa, Bullfinches, Golderest
(Finland's smallest bird), Siskina, Bramblinge, Snipe and -
very rarely - Cranes.

Back on the i=sland, in the heat of the afternoon the bird
1ife is quiet, when a commotion in the air heralds only one

thing - a Sea Eagle. This August (1980) we saw three together -

dulta and one young clreling effﬂrt]gsﬂly. A drama
E:$D$d3 an the Gullas fly up to mob, but at a narﬁ d::iaggz.
Tha Gulla are at bhest ignoced or at worat treate “f];ck
contempt they dopsrye in such company. A dnriaoTykln -
of a hupe wing tip and the Gulla tumble away shr E' Fn
terror. The Bagles drift over the tree tops and I$ Jny
aettlnn down onos agaln. Obther birds of prey HE:HdI1 R
besn the Oaproyn, Duzsards flying weat qunrd? 5 nniih
in the spring asven Rough-legged Bugszards Tly ng!n Ik
towards Lapland. Such eventa are rare but provide ?ﬁ il
and excltament late into the evenings as we plt In tho )
with a beer aftor n =aUnN@.

r the mosguitons
The sky reddsns and the inceasant drone o

nn; gtﬁnr inassatas in the trees attract the Swallows fhz dive
and ewoop  throupgh the ewirling clouds. The Cranen return
and cmll to sach other and echo thelr pressnce.

Soon the summer will end dramatically - the alr hu$n$;n ET.LI
and wet as low prespure areas eat inta the Eﬂﬁe? a Lh:Lr (i1
pressure and push 1% eaatwarda. Now the Finns 1rrﬂt 2
Kokko Brassa bonfires, light their gandlea and n:nupi iens
into the sky to celebrate the last Baturday of uumE.Lwinp A
1aat in August - and =tand around in aad silence, Kkn 1

winter to come.

X t day dawns gray, wot
nd magleally and mysteriously the nex i
:nd cu?d _ @ond the birds are gone. Gradually over Lﬁ? ﬁﬁﬁi'
the raln turnn to sleet and thon anow, thE_ﬂnH TFFHﬂ?J Bty
and mll that remains behind are the black Crown hopp n$ nrthvl
the frozen onrcasses left on the ice by the fisharmen Tor

frionda the Sea-Engles.



